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SUBJECT: GOA GRANTS ASYLUM TO CHILEAN RIGHTISTS 
REF BA 3 193 

1. EVENING MAY 8 PRESIDENT LANUSSE SIGNED DECREE GRANTING 
POLITICAL ASYLUM TO TWO LEADERS OF THE CHILEAN RIGHTIST 
MOVEMENT, PATRIA Y LIBERT AD. WALTER ROBERT THIEME AND 
MIGUEL JUAN SESSA HAD LANDED THEIR SMALL PLANE ON A PRIVATE 
LANDING STRIP NEAR MENDOZA ON MAY 3 AND, WHILE IN CUSTODY 

OF MENDOZA MILITARY AUTHORITIES, REPORTEDLY ASKED FOR ASYLUM. 
DECREE GRANTS THE TWO CHILEANS PERMISSION TO REMAIN IN 
ARGENTINA; HOWEVER, THEY MAY NOT RESIDE IN ANY PROVINCE 
BORDERING ON CHILE. 

2. COMMENT. WHILE PROMPT POSITIVE ACTION BY THE PRESENT LAME 
DUCK GOA CAME SOMEWHAT UNEXPECTEDLY, IT DOES FOLLOW 
STRONG LATIN AMERICAN TRADITION OF GRANTING POLITICAL 
ASYLUM REQUESTS WHENEVER POSSIBLE OR CONVENIENT. PRESENT 
CASE NOT EXACTLY PARALLEL TO GOC' S ACTION LAST AUGUST IN 
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GRANTING OF ASYLUM TO TEN ESCAPED ARGENTINE TERRORISTS, 
BUT THIS MAY HAVE BEEN A FACTOR IN GOA DECISION. 
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